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Bolivian prosecutors have been making efforts to file charges against former President Gonzalo
Sanchez de Lozada (1993-1997, 2002-2003) for the killing of demonstrators that preceded his fall
from power in 2003, but repeated obstructions have slowed the process. Courts rejected a charge of
genocide against Sanchez de Lozada because of "errors" in the indictment, errors that the attorney
general's office acknowledged.

Genocide charge filed, sent back for revision
At least 56 protestors died during the "gas war" of October 2003, though human rights and labor
groups estimated that the death toll reached as high as 100 in the street battles of "Black October."
On Feb. 22, federal prosecutors charged Sanchez de Lozada and two of his top aides with genocide
for the massacre of protesters in the street demonstrations that brought down his government.
Charged along with Sanchez de Lozada were former Defense Ministers Carlos Sanchez Berzain
and Yerko Kukoc. Lesser charges as accomplices were filed against 13 former Cabinet ministers,
Prosecutor General Pedro Gareca said.
The general advisor to the prosecutor's office, Jaime Tapia, also requested that the Bolivian
judiciary put a lien on the goods of the accused, something the Corte Suprema de Justicia (CSJ) had
previously rejected as long as there were no formal accusations before the court. The Public Ministry
also asked the CSJ to order the lifting of military secrecy in the armed forces in order to know more
details in the case.
Prosecutors argue that Sanchez de Lozada was in control of the armed forces during the massacre,
"which in fact makes him responsible for all the events of September and October of 2003."
Sanchez de Lozada was forced to resign on Oct. 17, 2003, in the wake of streets protests against his
government's plan to export natural gas (see NotiSur, 2003-10-24). He fled to the US where he had
gone to school, and he now lives in the Washington, DC, area.
The accused could face up to 20 years in prison for charges of using "violence to repress social
upheaval," according to the formal charge. Yet several errors in the charges led the CSJ to return the
indictment to the prosecutor's office for corrections. Mistakes included incorrect dates, accusations
labeled with the wrong criminal statute numbers, and the lack of a name and address for a
defendant. Prosecutors called them "typing errors."

In January, Sanchez de Lozada, Bolivia's second-wealthiest businessman, began moving his stock
holdings out of Bolivia to avoid having to compensate victims of the Gas War, according to daily
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newspaper El Diario. The Congress opened the way for Sanchez de Lozada's prosecution in October
of last year (see NotiSur, 2004-10-29).
In November 2004, Cesar Suarez Saavedra, Pedro Gareca's predecessor in the prosecutor general's
office, accused the courts of trying to put the brakes on proceedings against Sanchez de Lozada.
Gareca said a "series of procedural errors" held up the prosecution between October 2004, when the
Congress opened the way for charges to be filed against Sanchez de Lozada, and February 2005.
In May, Amnesty International (AI) said it was concerned about the delay in the prosecution,
adding that the slow rate of investigation indicated a lack of impartiality, independence, and
meticulousness.

Will there be an adequate budget for the process?
In March the Finance Ministry cut the extraordinary budget for the Public Ministry's prosecution
of Sanchez de Lozada and others responsible for the Black October case from 4.5 million bolivianos
(about US$578,000) to 1.8 million (about US$230,000). With the reduction in budget, questions arose
about whether it would be possible to contract specialists necessary to carry a trial forward, to set up
a forensic laboratory for the Instituto de Investigaciones Forenses (IDIF), and pay for services from
the IDIF, according to Gareca. Before the announced cuts, the prosecutor's office forecasted a total
budget of almost 89 million bolivianos (about US$11.4 million) for this year.
The prosecution has many hurdles to jump, not least of which is that Goni as Sanchez de Lozada
is nicknamed is absent from Bolivia. His former vice president Carlos Mesa, who took his seat
after Black October, has now also been forced to resign in the face of street protests, although the
death toll it took to remove Mesa was much lower than the tally Sanchez de Lozada racked up (see
NotiSur, 2005-06-17).
The resignation of President Mesa may slow the prosecutorial process even further, with elections to
name a new president planned for the near future. The transitional presidency of former CSJ Chief
Justice Eduardo Rodriguez will probably lack the power and organizational resources necessary
to see an extradition process and prosecution through, but it could make advances on the project,
particularly with the nation's top judicial figure to guide it.
[Note: Boliviano-dollar conversions in this article are based on the Interbank rate in effect on March
23, reported at 8.39 bolivianos per US$1.00]
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